The current cross-sectional study examined child and adolescent pain severity in relation to various domains of school functioning and, in line with self-determination theory, the potentially protective role of perceived teacher support of child/adolescent autonomy and competence. Data from a large representative sample of Flemish school children and adolescents (N = 10650; 50.8% boys; age range 10-21 years; mean age = 14.33) was collected as part of the World Health Organization (WHO) collaborative Health Behaviour in School-Aged Children (HBSC) survey. Child/adolescent pain severity was graded based on a pediatric pain classification system adapted from that of Von Korff et al. The current study thus provided insight regarding the prevalence of pain among Flemish children/adolescents and, extending the limitations of existing literature, examined the specific role of pain severity across various domains of school functioning. Findings indicated that a sizeable proportion of children reported moderate to severe pain problems (ie, about 14% of children and adolescents were classified in the highest pain grades: ie, grade III or IV). Furthermore, higher pain grades were associated with poorer outcomes across all indices of school functioning (ie, school absenteeism, school-related pressure and satisfaction, and bullying experiences), with the exception of academic performance. However, the association between pain grade and school absenteeism was less pronounced when children perceived their teachers to be highly supportive of competence and autonomy. Furthermore, teacher support of competence appeared to buffer against the harmful effects of severe pain upon instances of bullying experiences at school. Future research directions and implications for school-based interventions are discussed. Ó
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Introduction
Pain is a common experience in children and adolescents [31, 43] that may inhibit or compromise participation in activities typical for their developmental level [16, 18, 39] . Among activities in which children and adolescents typically engage, school-related activities are centrally important and thus likely to be affected by pain. Indeed, research among pediatric chronic pain samples and preliminary findings among community samples has shown that pain is associated with higher school absenteeism [20, 24, 27, 28, 32] . To date, only a handful of studies have extended investigation of school impairment beyond school absence, and a similarly small number look specifically at the role of pain severity. These studies show associations between pain and difficulty coping with school demands [25] , decline in academic performance [4, 38] , and increased peer victimization [22, 25, 29] . As hampered school functioning may have a pervasive impact on child and adolescent development [13, 15] , understanding factors buffering the harmful effects of pain upon school functioning is critically important. Yet, pediatric pain literature addressing protective factors within the school setting is surprisingly scarce [3, 36] .
Teaching styles may exert a strong protective influence on school outcomes [11, 25, 34, 55] 
